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Harley Owners Group 

Brandon, FL  

Calôs Ramblings - July 2011 

After coaxing from several folks, I decided to do one of my favorite overnight rides ï Helen, Ga. 

(jokingly referred to as ñHell-n-backò). Fortunately there was still one room left at the late date of my 

decision (I got lucky on this one).  

This annual ride was scheduled to coincide with the Helen Annual Hot Air Balloon Fest.  If youôve 

never seen the intense colors of the hot air balloons against the backdrop of the dark green mountains 

as they inflate and rise into the sky - you just canôt appreciate any descriptions of the event that I 

might give. The propane burners roaring as they inflate the balloons just a few feet from the chalet 

that we stayed in was an invigorating way to start the day.  

The Victory Motorcycles group had their annual rally on this same weekend - so folks had all sorts of 

bike venders to shop and a motorcycle event to enjoy. 

The hardiest of souls, when not out riding the mountain roads of Georgia and North Carolina, caught a 

bus upriver for an exciting tubing adventureé..no the water wasnôt too cold.  They meandered down 

a lazy river right through town! 

I donôt want to forget to mention all of the unique shops and restaurants we had available to enjoy.  

Helen, GA is another fantastic destination that ñOURò Chapter members have the pleasure to 
(Continued on page 3) 

Support our Local Dealer as Our Chapter is Sponsored By:  

HARLEY -DAVIDSON OF BRANDON - www.OldTownHOG.com  

Ronôs Quips ï July 2011 

My fellow Chapter Members ï as you may know, we are in need of increasing our funds in the OTC 

Treasury.  We have about 100 less members than we had last year, and the lack of their annual dues, 

now having to pay rent for the monthly chapter meetings, and a couple of other expenses that we did 

not have last year ï all have combined to significantly reduce the amount of funds we would normally 

have.  Consequently, we are in danger of not having adequate funds to have a very nice Christmas 

Party this year.  What can we all do about all this?  Well, fortunately, we have Rosanne Bosies as our 

Fundraising Chairperson, who has already taken the initiative and established a Fundraising Committee 

and is working very hard to ameliorate our funding situation.  If you have any ideas for fundraisers, 

please pass them to Rosanne.  Also, I think there are several measures we could all take to assist 

Rosanne, to include: 

Ý Volunteering to assist Rosanne wherever she may deem appropriate 

Ý Buying Chapter shirts and other Chapter merchandise 
(Continued on page 4) 
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July  

Birthdays  

Old Town Chapter Board Members 

Rosanne Bosies 765-5827 
Fund Raising 
rmb121375@verizon.net 
Brad Boyer 956-9086 
Head Road Captain 
bsboyer@verizon.net 
Christine Caraway  (727)580-8458 

Newsletter Editor 
firefly103@msn.com 

Lynn Cancelli 810-5996 
Photography Officer 
oldtownpics@yahoo.com 
John Cancelli 368-5348 
Historian 
goombah1956@yahoo.com 
Anthony Ekonomides 784-2292 
Parliamentarian 
ace033@hotmail.com 
Bob Kersten       (631) 513-3714 
Activities Officer 
coyote81447@yahoo.com 
John Leon 420-0836 
Senior Road Captain 
jmlcustom@yahoo.com 

Bobby Moody 493-0307 
Webmaster 
bmoody01@me.com 
Drew Moores 951-0741 
Safety / Training Officer 
bkrdr2@aol.com 
Janet Moores 951-0740 
LOH Officer 
jmcooks4u@aol.com 
Kathy Osting 294-3011 
Merchandise Officer 
klordh@aol.com 
Katherine Reimann 760-4438 
Membership Officer 
fancy55@verizon.net 
Barry Shapiro 230-6855 
Public Relations 
barrydshapiro@msn.com 
Jonathan Smith 661-1474 
Senior Road Captain 
oldtownhog@tampabay.rr.com 
Janet Trickel 763-5173 
Hugs Coordinator 
robertjan99@aol.com 

Cal Reimann  
Director  760-4757 
oldtownhog@yahoo.com 
Sarah Vincent  
Secretary 625-3144 
s.g.vincent@hotmail.com 

Ron Rook 
Asst. Director 453-6431 
rookrp@verizon.net 
Cindy Nichols 
Treasurer 479-7333 
cam429@gmail.com  

Mike Cornell                 802-9334 
dynawide2007@hotmail.com 
Wendy Cornell             802-8728 
dynawide2007@hotmail.com 
Marty Roland 244-9271 
the.rolands@comcast.net 
Wayne Scott      (863) 581-1626 
wayne.scott@mosaicco.com 
Rick Woolheater 205-3444 
rwoolheater@tampabay.rr.com 

Members at Large 

Discretionary Officers 

Primary Officers 

Dan Balla 598-8057 
dan@ballaarchitects.com 
André Chiasson   507-9303 
oldtownhog@verizon.net 

 John McKelvey 
 maccro1@aol.com 

Past Directors 

Deborah Speicher  

Dwayne Dover  

John McKelvey  

DeDe McDonald  

Gary Nichols  

Barry Shapiro  

Alan Chopoorian  

Rick Woolheater  

Brent Bradley  

Joey Burnett  

Fred Konzen  

Kim List  

Kenneth Tucker  

Christine Towers  

Raymond Burdsall  

Dan Doutt  

Christine Ienna  

Edi Shapiro  

Nicholas Makrides  

Bill Speicher  

 

Hmmmé 

I wonder who is 

reading me?? 
 

Send an email to:  
otcnewsletter@hotmail.com  

Subject:  

I read it!  
(donõt forget to include your 

full name in the email)  

before 1pm, 7/1/11  

for a chance to win a 

prize during the  

chapter meeting.  
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experience.  

Whether you join your fellow Chapter Brothers and Sisters on our many weekend day trips or can work in 

one of our 4-day adventuresé the memories that you will take away will be treasured forever. 

I look forward to seeing everyone out there on our next great adventure!!! 

 

Ride Hard, Ride Free, Cal Reimann ï OTC Director  

(Continued from page 1) 

Dan Balla 

813-598-8057 

dan@ballaarchitects.com 

Bree Barrow 

813-528-6041 

bree@barrow.cc 

Warren Barrow 

954-205-3783 

warren@barrow.cc 

Marian Croke 

813-244-0182 

mcroke1652@yahoo.com 

Leslie Day 

813-476-5836 

LDinApollo@gmail.com 

Anthony Ekonomides 

813-784-2292 

ace033@hotmail.com 

Paul Fore 

813-299-7510 

pfore@verizon.net 

 

Mike Jenkins 

813-376-6893 

augy89@verizon.net 

Robert Kersten 

613-513-3714 

coyote81447@yahoo.com 

Kevin Kirkfield 

813-376-0382 

kkirkfield@hotmail.com 

Steve Kolacki 

813-245-7962 

spkolacki@gmail.com 

Robert Leonard 

808-372-9979 

robert102@earthlink.net 

Bobby Moody 

(813)493-0307 

bmoody01@me.com 

Drew Moores 

813-951-0741 

bkrdr2@aol.com 

 

Rich Panek 

813-597-5530 

panekrj1@yahoo.com 

Cal Reimann 

813-760-4757 

oldtownhog@yahoo.com 

Marty Roland 

813-244-9271 

the.rolands@comcast.net 

Ron Rook 

813-453-6431 

rookrp@verizon.net 

Wayne Scott 

863-581-1626 

wayne.scott@mosaicco.com 

Greg Smith 

813-323-7375 

gsmithhd@gmail.com 

Rick Vincent 

813-625-1969 

vinnie62658@aol.com 

Head Road Captain 

Brad Boyer, 813-956-9086 

bsboyer@verizon.net 

Senior Road Captains 

Jonathan Smith 813-661-1474                                              John Leon, 813-661-9414 

oldtownhog@tampabay.rr.com                                               jmlcustom@yahoo.com 

ADVERTISE WITH US 
 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE  
  

Business card for one year $100  
Quarter page for one year $200  

Half page one year $300  
Full page one year $500  

Have a story to share??? 
 

Members are invited to submit items of  
interest for publication in our newsletter.  

Just send your story, article, or topic of  
interest to our editor at  

firefly103@msn.com 
 

Weõd love to hear from you! 
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Coupon Ride 

July 23rd  

Christmas in July  

Name ___________________  

Coupon Ride 

July 23rd  

Christmas in July  

Name ___________________  

Ý Participating in the 50/50 ñDrawingsò that we conduct at Chapter Meetings and on various rides 

Ý Fully supporting the various fundraising activities that Rosanne and her Committee will be       

conducting 

Ý Contacting former members that you may know who have not renewed their membership this year 

and let them know we miss them and value their membership (sometimes a personal phone call 

with some kind words of encouragement is all it takes) 

Ý Brainstorming with your fellow Chapter members to determine new & innovative ideas for      

fundraisers and then advising Rosanne accordingly 

 

Thank you very much for your support in assisting in our Chapterôs fundraising activities! 

 

NOTE: Our next Paws for Patriots (P4P) has been rescheduled for Monday, July 11, 2011 at 7 PM in 

the Brandon HD Training Room ï please come on out and support this very important charity! 

 

GET YOUR MOTOR RUNNING ï GET OUT ON THE HIGHWAY! 

RIDE SAFE ï HAVE FUN!  

Ron Rook, OTC Assistant Director 2011  

(Continued from page 1) 
 

Old Town Chapter 

Board Meeting Minutes May 23, 2011 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Attendees:  Cal Reimann, Ron Rook, Sarah Vincent, Cindy Nichols, Brad Boyer, Drew Moores, Kathy Reimann,  Janet 

Moores, Kathy Osting, Janet Trickel, Barry Shapiro, Anthony Ekonomides, Jonathan Smith, John Leon, Marty Roland, Wayne 

Scott, Mike Cornell, Dan Balla, John McKelvey 

 

Guests:  Mary Rook, Rick Vincent, Tom Levsen, MaryAnn Smith. 

 

Treasurer, Cindy Nichols, gave the financial report.  

 

Director, Cal Reimann, advised the Board as follows: 

 

The Best Western is again under new management.  We cannot negotiate the price for the meeting room until after November, 

2011.  He received an email from Leslie Day that the Committee for the Christmas/Holiday Party has nothing new to report at 

this time.  The owners of Uncle Mikeôs are going to be going with a simple menu on Bike Night.  OTCôs participation in the 

most recent Bike Night was 48 members and raised $55.00 for PFP via the 50/50.  New Member Orientation will be held on 

June 2. 

(Continued on page 5) 



 

  

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!  
 

Lisa Cooley  

Wayne Evans  

Jill Lalande  

David Leonard  

Phil Messenger  

Randy Wood 
 

Weôre glad you joined the Old Town Chapter and look forward to 
seeing you on our Chapter Rides and participating at our events. 
If you have any questions about Chapter events, please contact 

our Director, Cal Reimann at  
760-4757 or e-mail oldtownhog@yahoo.com 

 
Remember, you must maintain your national HOG membership 

to maintain your membership in the Old Town HOG Chapter. Call 
1-800-CLUB HOG to renew it! Any member who lets their 

national HOG membership expire will be put as ñinactiveò in the 
Old Town Chapter and will no longer be eligible to receive the 

newsletter! 
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Merchandise Officer, Kathy Osting, reported that we need to get the balance of the t-shirts that we have in stock sold.  The 

Board approved to place the shirts on sale at the Chapter Meetings and to also have them at Bike Night for sale as well.  The 

shirts will be reduced to $12.00 or 2 for $20.00.  She will also be taking ñpre-ordersò on new shirts.   

 

Ladies of Harley Officer, Janet Moores, reported on the Ladies Day at Brandon HD held on May 7th.  While the turnout   

wasnôt what she expected, she felt it was successful nonetheless.   

 

Assistant Director, Ron Rook, advised that the news Paws for Patriots Volunteer Meeting will be held on June 8 at 7:00 in the 

Training Room at BHD and will then be monthly thereafter thru the event.  There is enough funds in the PFP account now that 

he will be ordering the Patches now so that they can start being sold.  He will be leading a ride to SEGD on September 10, 2011 

where we will be hosted for lunch, puppy petting and blind walks.  The ride will be leaving at 8:00 from BHD for arrival at 

SEGD by 9:30.   

 

Safety/Training Officer, Drew Moores, reported that we have three new Recruit Road Captains ï Bob Kersten, Howard 

Miller and Robert Leonard who were trained in May.  The next training session will be held sometime in August as needed.  

The ñSafety Zoneò on the Chapter website has a new article added recently and will have several new articles added throughout 

the year.   He also discussed a ñRider Safety Trainingò patch that will be offered to members who complete the Rider Safety 

Training class going forward. 

 

Membership Officer, Kathy Reimann, reported that as of the date of the Board meeting,  

OTC has 231 members. 

 

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm. 

 

Sarah Vincent 

Chapter Secretary 

(Continued from page 4) 
 

OLD TOWN HOG CHAPTER  
 MERCHANDISING CORNER  

 

Get your Chapter Merchandise at our 

monthly meetings ...or contact 

Kathy  Osting  

813-294 -3011 / klordh@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEAR YOUR OTC  MERCHANDISE  

WITH PRIDE!!  

Patches 
 

Pins 
 

Pillows 

Shirts 

 

Hats 

 

Nametags 

mailto:Oldtownhog@yahoo.com
mailto:klordh@aol.com
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The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

 

The Primary Officers were introduced and guests welcomed.  Happy birthday to those members with birthdays in 

June and welcome to our new members, Randy Wood, Wayne Evans, and David Leonard.  

 

The Treasurerôs Report was provided. 

 

Ladies of Harley Officer, Janet Moores, advised that the Ladies would be having a sock and underwear drive for 

the Childrenôs Home.  They are also looking for donations for the Paws for Patriots event in November.  Road    

Captain Marian Croke will be leading the ñChristmas in Julyò ride to benefit the Hillsborough County Guardian Ad 

Litem program.  Donation boxes will be placed and if anyone knows of places that will allow a donation box, please 

contact Janet.  She further advised that Joanne Anderson has stepped down from maintaining the basket in the    

dealershipôs ladies room.  Tina Garbart has volunteered to assume those responsibilities.   

 

Merchandise Officer, Kathy Osting, advised that the Chapter shirts are on sale.  They are 1/$12 or 2/$20.   

 

Safety/Training Officer, Drew Moores presented the monthly Safety presentation.  This monthôs presentation dealt 

with riding Single File, either by direction of the Road Captain in advance during his pre-ride instructions or as a 

result of something ñalong the wayò.  It is important that when these directions or signals are given, they be abided 

by for everyoneôs safety.   This monthôs Welcome Wagon Ride will be on Sunday, June 12 with the video at 10:00 

and kick stands up thereafter for a ride to Ozzieôs Buffet & Sports Grill in Ruskin.   

 

Activities Office Bob Kersten went over the upcoming events.  Always check the calendars and website for the 

most current information.  Items to note: 

 

June 11 -  Ranch House Grill 

June 12 -  Welcome Wagon Ride 

June 16 -  BHD Bike Night 

June 18 - Tommyôs BBQ in the Forest 

June 19 - Pancake Putt 

June 25 - The Bistro 

June 26 - Slimôs BBQ & Grill 

June 27 - Million Mile Monday 

 

The Chapterôs Overnight Rides for 2011 are as 

follows: 

      

     July 30-Aug 13  Sturgis Rally 

     Sept. 15-19   Nortonôs Ride (4 individual rides) 

     Sept. 29-Oct 2  Savannah 

     Dec. 3-4    Cedar Key 

 

Assistant Director, Ron Rook, announced that the next Paws for Patriots volunteer meeting will be on July 6 at 

7:00 pm in the training room at the dealership.  He will be leading a ride to SEGD on September 10 where they will 

host us for lunch, puppy petting and blindfold walks.  The golf tournament is scheduled for October 10 at River Hills 

Country Club.   

 

Director Cal Reimann and Assistant Ron Rook reviewed the statistics for May 2011 as follows:  
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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      Hydrate and graduate!  
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  May Member of the Month      Board Member/Road Captain of the Month  
  1st 17 Points  Stan Gordon        1st 11 Points  Mike Cornell 
  2nd 11 Points Bob Trickel          2nd 10 Points Brad Boyer, Cal Reimann 

  3rd 10 Points Earl Awshee           3rd 9 Points  Bobby Moody, Anthony Ekonomides, Wayne Scott  
 

  May Member Rider Mileage Award    Board Member/Road Captain Mileage Award 

  1st 899 Miles  Stan Gordon         1st 478 Miles  Howard Miller 

  2nd 697 Miles Bob Trickel          2nd 417 Miles Janet Trickel 

  3rd 597 Miles  Linda Gordon          3rd 408 Miles  Cal Reimann 

 

2011 Posse Patch Riders 

Posse Patches are awarded to members who have obtained 18 participation points in a calendar year.  2011 patches 

were awarded to Joanne Anderson, Earl Awshee, Debbie Burnett, Lynn Cancelli, Richard Cass, Susan Cass,  

Marian Croke, Dana Cronin, Jr., Glenn Garbart, Stan Gordon, Randy Holsonback, Mike Kwiecinski,  

Howard Miller, Janet Moores, Caleb Smith, Jonathan Smith, Mary Ann Smith, Brian Socher, Janet Trickel,  

Barb Wesner, and Rick Woolheater. 

 

April 2011 Statistics 

In May, 2011, Chapter Members earned 238 Event Points and rode 8,591 one-way miles.   

 

2011 Statistics 

Old Town Chapter members earned a total of 1020 Event Points have ridden 43,926 one-way miles. 

 
Member/Rider of the Month are awarded to the member(s) having the most participation points/miles within a calendar month that 

have not previously been awarded Member/Rider of the Month within the calendar year.  The Posse Rider Patch is awarded to any 

member who has received 18 participation points.  The large patch is awarded once and each subsequent award is a rocker for the   

specific year. Member/Rider of the Year is awarded to any Old Town Chapter Member who receives the most participation points/ 

miles for the calendar year. 

 

Prior to the conclusion of the meeting, the following drawings were held: 

 

Mayôs Secret Greeter was Jeff Hatch and the 15th member to greet him was Richard Cass. 

 

The Nametag winner was Debbie Speicher.  Be sure to wear your Chapter nametag at the meeting as this provides you 

with a nametag ticket for a chance at $25.00 as well as an additional $10 if you are wearing Chapter colors. 

  

The 50/50 winner was Bill Beach. 

 

The Tee-shirt winner for attending Bike Night was Joey Burnett. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm 

 

Sarah Vincent, Secretary, OTC  

(Continued from page 6) 
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In Honor of Those that GAVE ALL   June, 2011 
 

PFC Brian J. Backus, Saginaw Township, MI - U.S. Army, 2nd Batt, 87th Infantry Reg, 3rd BCT, 10th Mountain Div  

SGT Christopher R. Bell, Golden, MS - U.S. Army, 793rd MPB, 3rd MEB  

SSG Nicholas P. Bellard, El Paso, TX - U.S. Army, 6th Squad, 9th Cavalry Reg, 3rd BCT, 1st Cavalry Div  

SFC Alvin A. Boatwright, Lodge, SC - U.S. Army, 4th Batt, 70th Armor Reg, 170th Infantry BCT  

Sgt Mark A. Bradley, Cuba, NY - U.S.M.C., 3rd Batt, 2nd Marine Reg, 2nd Marine Div, II MEF  

SPC Emilio J. Campo Jr., Madelia, MN - U.S. Army, 1st Batt, 7th Field Artillery Reg, 2nd Heavy BCT,  1st Infantry Div  

SPC Marcos A. Cintron, Orlando, FL - U.S. Army, 1st Batt, 7th Field Artillery Reg, 2nd BCT, 1st Infantry Div  

SPC Michael B. Cook Jr., Middletown, OH - U.S. Army, 1st Batt, 7th Field Artillery Reg, 2nd Heavy BCT, 1st Infantry Div  

SGT Edward F. Dixon III, Whiteman AFB, MO - U.S. Army 4th Batt, 70th Armor Reg, 170th Infantry BCT  

PFC Matthew J. England, Gainesville, MO - U.S. Army, 3rd Squad, 3rd Armored Cavalry Reg  

SPC Christopher B. Fishbeck, Victorville, CA - U.S. Army, 1st Batt, 7th Field Artillery Reg, 2nd Heavy BCT, 1st Infantry Div 

Sgt Joseph M. Garrison, New Bethlehem, PA - U.S.M.C., 2nd Batt, 8th Marine Reg, 2nd Marine Div, II MEF  

CWO Bradley J. Gaudet, Gladewater, TX - U.S. Army, 1st Batt, 10th Aviation Reg, 10th CAB, 10th Mountain Div  

SPC Robert P. Hartwick, Rockbridge, OH - U.S. Army, 1st Batt, 7th Field Artillery Reg, 2nd Heavy BCT, 1st Infantry Div  

SGT James W. Harvey II, Toms River, NJ - U.S. Army, 2nd Batt, 2nd Infantry Reg, 3rd BCT, 1st Infantry Div  

SPC Nicholas C. D. Hensley, Prattville, AL  - U.S. Army, 4th Squad, 4th Cavalry Reg, 1st Heavy BCT, 1st Infantry Div  

LCpl Jason D. Hill, Poway, CA - U.S.M.C., 3rd Batt, 4th Marine Reg, 1st Marine Div, I MEF  

PFC Josue Ibarra, Midland, TX - U.S.M.C., 1st Batt, 12th Marine Reg, 3rd Marine Div  

PFC Joshua L. Jetton, Sebring, FL  - U.S. Army, 2nd Bat, 27th Infantry Reg, 3rd BCT, 25th Infantry Div  

SSG Jeremy A. Katzenberger, Weatherby Lake, MO - U.S. Army, 1st Batt, 75th Ranger Reg  

SPC Tyler R. Kreinz, Beloit, WI - U.S. Army, 4th Batt, 70th Armor Reg, 170th Infantry BCT  

PVT Ryan J. Larson, Friendship, WI - U.S. Army, 1st Batt, 5th Infantry Reg, 1st Stryker BCT, 25th Infantry Div  

LCpl Joshua B. McDaniels, Dublin, OH - U.S.M.C., 2nd Combat Engineer Batt, 2nd Marine Div, II MEF  

CPT Michael W. Newton, Newport News, VA - U.S. Army, 1st Batt, 84th Field Artillery Reg, 170th Infantry BCT  

SPC Levi E. Nuncio, Harrisonburg, VA - U.S. Army, 2nd Batt, 35th Infantry Reg, 3rd BCT, 25th Infantry Div  

LCpl Nicholas S. O'Brien, Stanley, NC - U.S.M.C., 1st Batt, 5th Marine Reg, 1st Marine Div, I MEF  

LCpl Sean M. N. O'Conner, Douglas, WY - U.S.M.C., 1st Batt, 5th Marine Reg, 1st Marine Div, I MEF  

PFC Michael C. Olivieri, Chicago, IL - U.S. Army, 1st Bat, 7th Field Artillery Reg, 2nd Heavy BCT, 1st Infantry Div  

SGT Joshua D. Powell, Quitman, TX - U.S. Army, 793rd Military Police Batt, 3rd MEB  

Cpl Matthew T. Richard, Acadia, LA - U.S.M.C., 2nd Batt, 8th Marine Reg, 2nd Marine Div, II MEF  

PFC Gustavo A. Rios-Ordonez, Englewood, OH - U.S. Army, 4th Squad, 4th Cavalry Reg, 1st Heavy BCT, 1st Infantry Div  

SGT Glenn M. Sewell, Live Oak, TX - U.S. Army, 6th Squadron, 9th Cavalry Reg, 3rd BCT, 1st Cavalry Div  

SGT Jeffrey C. S. Sherer, Four Oaks, NC - U.S. Army, 1st Batt, 24th Infantry Reg, 1st BCT, 25th Infantry Div  

Cpl Gurpreet Singh, Antelope, CA - U.S.M.C., 1st Batt, 5th Marine Reg, 1st Marine Div  

SPC Scott D. Smith, Indianapolis, IN - U.S. Army, 81st Troop Command, Indiana Army National Guard  

SSG Alan L. Snyder, Blackstone, MA - U.S. Army, 4th Batt, 70th Armor Reg, 170th Infantry BCT  

PFC Eric D. Soufrine, Woodbridge, CT - U.S. Army, 4th Batt, 42nd Field Artillery Reg, 1st BCT, 4th Infantry Div  

SPC Devin A. Synder, Cohocton, NY - U.S. Army, 793rd Military Police Batt, 3rd MEB  

LCpl Jared C. Verbeek, Visalia, CA - U.S.M.C., 1st Batt, 5th Marine Reg, 1st Marine Div  

PVT Robert L. Voakes Jr. , LôAnse, MI - U.S. Army, 793rd Military Police Batt, 3rd MEB  

CWO Kenneth R. White, Fort Collins, CO - U.S. Army, 1st Batt, 10th Aviation Reg, 10th CAB, 10th Mountain Div  

Cpl William J. Woitowicz, Middlesex, MA - U.S.M.C., 2nd Marine Special Ops Batt, Marine Special Ops Reg,  

U.S. Marine Corps Forces Special Ops Command  

Cpl Paul W. Zanowick, Miamisburg, OH - U.S.M.C., 3rd Batt, 4th Marine Reg, 1st Marine Div, I MEF  
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33 Secrets for Smart Touring  
 

An oldie but goody.   

A little Safety, a little Training ð itõs all good.   

Safety is No Accident!  

Ride Safe --  drew  

 

 

Thereôs nothing like the feeling of loading up and heading out on a big motorcycle trip.  And thereôs 
nothing like the security of knowing youôre prepared for life on the road.  It can take years to develop 

that knowledge through trial and error. But weôve got a shortcut. Weôve asked AMA staff members to 

share with you the experience theyôve accumulated over decades on the road.  What youôll find here isnôt 

a comprehensive collection of touring knowledge. Instead, here are 33 insider tipsðuseful suggestions 

that have made our tours more organized and more fun. We guarantee youôll learn something. 

 

1) Eat at weird times. Everyone and their dog eats around 8 a.m., noon and 6 p.m. To get in and out of 

restaurants in a hurry, donôt be hungry then. 

 

2) A short metal cable with loops on both ends (like those made to keep people from stealing bicycle 

seats) is perfect for securing a jacket and helmet to your bikeôs helmet lock. 

 

3) Carry a spare key. Zip-tie or duct tape it somewhere hidden on your bike, or better yet, give it to a 

traveling companion. 

 

4) Portable weather radios are now in the $20 range, and the first time one saves you from running right 

into a massive storm, youôll wonder why you ever traveled without one. Check accessory companies like 

Aerostich, or Radio Shack. 

 

5) On high-mileage days, youôll feel a lot better if you carry eye drops and use them every time you stop 

for gas. 

 

6) If youôre nearing the end of your riding day, and want to set yourself up for a quick getaway in the 

morning, consider riding to the far side of the next city you reach before you stop for the night,        

eliminating urban traffic the next day. 

 

7) Take a tip from off-road riders and carry a backpack hydration system so you can drink while you 

ride. A must for arid weather. 

 

8) Going on a long, complex trip? Keep yourself organized with the envelope system. Before you leave, 

prepare one envelope for each day on the road. Mark the dates and locations on the outside, then stuff 

things like hotel reservation info and lists of things to see inside. Instead of juggling your entire stack of 

literature to find the piece you need, you can just open up that dayôs envelope. 

 

9) A simple map case attached to your bikeôs tank (weôve used a Rev-Pak version that has been available 
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